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The 2006-2007 season 
was a tremendous time for 
the WSU debate team. 
The team of Seniors Gabe 
Murillo and Andy 
Timmons defeated the 
top-ranked University of 
Georgia to win the 
American Debate 
Association (ADA) 
National Championship on 
March 12 at Liberty 
University in Virginia.  

Later, at the National 
Debate Tournament 
(NDT) at Dallas, Murillo 
was recognized as the 

National Champs, Top NDT Speaker in 2007 

Individual Events Strong Showing at State, Nationals 
The 2005-2007 seasons 
were also incredible years 
for the individual events 
team. Fueled by the 
performance of three 
Seniors, the team earned 
a state championship and 
three top 24 national 
finishes in two years. 

In beginning of the 2005-
2006 season, the team 
won the Fall Michigan 
Intercollegiate Speech 
League (MISL) team 
sweepstakes 
championship.  Given that 
Wayne only had 3 entries 
compared to the 
numerous entries by other 
teams, this was a 

Top Speaker at the 
tournament—a first for the 
program (Wayne has had 
two 2nd place speakers in 
the past). At this 
tournament, the team also 
reached the semi-finals, a 
top four finish for the 
second year in a row. 

At the Cross Examination 
Debate Association 
(CEDA) National 
Tournament at the 
University of Oklahoma, 
Murillo and Timmons also 
reached the semi-finals. 
Additionally, both debaters 

were named to the All-
American team, an honor 
that recognizes the top 25 
debaters in the nation.  

Murillo now coaches 
debate at Michigan State 
and Timmons is finishing 
his degree in Film Studies.

Murillo & Timmons with the 
Warkin 1st Place ADA Varsity 
National Champion Trophy 

testament to their amazing 
talent! 

Clarence Dass won a 
state championship in 
Michigan in overall 
sweepstakes awards the 
following year. 

The team also had strong 
showing at the National 
Forensics Association 
(NFA) National 
Championship. In 2006, 
Maegan Stephens 
reached the Quarterfinals 
in Rhetorical Criticism—
placing her in the top 24 in 
the nation. Dass reached 
the Quarterfinals in 
Poetry. At the American 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forensics Association (AFA) 
tournament, Stephens was in 
Quarterfinals in Impromptu.  

In 2007, Dass again reached 
the elimination rounds at 
NFA Nationals. This time he 
was in the Semifinals in 
Persuasion—a top 12 finish. 

 

Dass accepting an award from  
coach Anthony Cavaiani. 
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“Debating at Wayne was 
of major benefit to my 
legal education at the

University of Michigan and 
my legal career”—Robert 

Duff (1946-1949)

The 2007-2008 debate 
topic asks students to 
discuss the merits of 
constructively engaging 
Middle East nations such 
as Afghanistan, Iran, 
Lebanon, the Palestinian 
Authority and Syria. 

Affirmatives on the topic 
offer these nations a 
substantial increase in 
foreign assistance and/or 
a security guarantee—
such as a pledge to not 
strike the nation militarily 
—in exchange for ending 
weapons of mass 
destruction production, 
support of terrorist groups 
or to end opposition to the 
Peace Process.  

 

2007-2008 Team debates Middle East & Wins Early 

After graduating several 
outstand competitors over 
the last four years, the 
WSU Individual Events 
team was facing a long 
rebuilding season.  

However, due to 
outstanding recruiting 
efforts by coaches 
Anthony Cavaiani and 
Katie Rasmussen, the 
team includes some very 
talented novices.  

So far this season, the 
team has traveled to 
Purdue University (IN), 
Towson State University 
(MD), Ball State University 
(IN), Akron University 
(OH), Bowling Green 
State University (OH), 
Ohio State University, 

IE team rebuilds and produces quick success 
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In the fall semester, the 
team found early success. 
At Georgia State 
University, Juniors Bruce 
Najor and Sydney 
Pasquinelli were in the top 
32 out of 122 of the 
nation’s top teams. They 
followed this performance 
with an octofinals finish at 
Liberty University and a 
3rd place at John Carroll 
University. 

The team of Seniors 
Jason Pearsall and Dustin 
Greenwalt had great 
success in finishing 3rd 
place at Liberty and 2nd 
place at John Carroll. 
Their teammates Seniors 
David Rancilio and 
Baldomero Gonzalez 

finished 2nd place at 
Clarion University and 
reached the octofinals at 
Northern Iowa and John 
Carroll.  

The team of Seniors 
Michelle Kesling & 
Geneva Hackler finished 
3rd at Clarion and reached 
the octofinals at the 
University of Richmond 
and John Carroll.  

Brand new to the team, 
Freshmen Harry Singh 
(Dakota High School) and 
Elizabeth Williams 
(Osborn High School) 
finished 2nd place in Jr. 
Varsity at Clarion.  

(Continues on page 10) 

Oberlin College (OH) and 
Central Michigan 
University. 

At Purdue University, Arthi 
Chandrasekaran and Jeff 
Kepes finished 4th place in 
Duo Interpretation. At 
Akron University and 
Oberlin College, Arthi 
finished 6th in Novice 
Impromptu  

At Ball State University, 
Patrick Joyce finished 6th 
place in Novice 
Impromptu speaking. 
Later at Oberlin, Patrick 
would finish 1st in Novice 
Impromptu and 6th in 
Persuasion. 

The goals for the Winter 
semester are to add more 

events to each students’ 
repertoire, as most of the 
students are doing limited-
prep and some 
interpretative events.  

Additionally, the team is 
continuing to add more 
members and is preparing 
for a successful winter 
semester in hopes of 
qualifying to the National 
Forensics Association 
(NFA) tournament and 
traveling to Novice 
Nationals in Florida.   

The team will also co-host 
a tournament with Central 
Michigan in January and 
the state novice 
championship in February. 

 

Above: Kelly Young, George, former 
coach Katie Lavelle & current GA 
coach, Donny Peters, at the 
National Communication conference 
in Chicago. 
 
Below: Brandon Bumsted & 
Clarence Dass at the 2007 Wayne 
DSR-TKA Banquet at the Heathers 
Club. 

Michelle Kesling, Geneva Hackler & 
Director of Debate, Dr. Ron Stevenson, 
enjoy lunch at the Liberty University 
tournament in Virginia.  
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George sends his 
greetings from Chicago, 
where he continues his 
recuperation just a few 
minutes from his son’s 
home. The close proximity 
allows him to spend lots of 
time with his family, 
especially his grandsons. 

George says his 
recuperation is a little like 
the stock market—“up 
some days down the 
next”—but most of the 
progress has been very 
positive.  

Other therapy includes 
working on revisions to his 
debate textbook, reading 
the many cards and letters 

Greetings from George!! 

 
 

Save the Date! 2008 DSR-TKA Award Banquet, 
May 4 at the Ritz-Carlton. Featured Guest 
Speaker Dr. Jack Kay 

from former students and 
colleagues and visiting 
with friends who stop by to 
visit. George asked us to 
especially thank everyone 
for visits and cards as 
these sustain him through 
the down times and are 
critical to his therapy. 

One of the highlights of 
this year was attending 
events at the National 
Communication 
Association Convention in 
Chicago. Thanks to the 
assistance of Kathleen 
Edelmayer, Ron 
Stevenson, Chris Salinas 
and Richard Pineida, 
George was able to 

continue his long tradition 
of attending NCA. 
According to George, “I 
really felt like I was 
connected once again”. 

“Please keep me in your 
thoughts and prayers and 
if you are in Chicago, 
please stop by.” 

 
George with former WSU 
professor Sandy Berkowitz at 
the National Communication 
Association convention in 
Chicago. 

New Way to 
Stay in Touch—
Wayne State 
Forensics 
Message Board 
 
In order to help all of us 
stay in closer contact and 
to share news, pictures 
and updates in a more 
timely fashion, we have 
created the Wayne State 
Forensics Message Board 
and Chat Group on MSN 
Groups.  

 

The board can be found 
at: 

 

http://groups.msn.com/
WayneStateForensics  

 

At the site, you will be 
prompted to enter your 
MSN/Hotmail account 
information or to create a 
new free membership. 

 

Please feel free to post 
any news, updates or 
photos at the website. The 
site will be restricted in 
membership to just WSU 
Forensics alumni.  

 

If you have any problems 
with the site, please 
contact Kelly Young at 
Kelly.Young@wayne.edu 
or at 313-577-2953. 

Please save the date for 
the annual Delta Sigma 
Rho-Tau Kappa Alpha 
Awards and Alumni 
banquet. This year, the 
banquet will be held on 
May 4 (Sunday) at the 
fabulous Ritz-Carlton. We 
encourage all alumni and 
friends of the program to 
join us in celebrating our 
season. 

The guest speaker for this 
year will be Dr. Jack Kay, 
Interim Chancellor, 
Provost and Vice 
Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs, and Professor of 
Communication at the 
University of Michigan-
Flint. Prior to joining the 
University of Michigan-  

 

 

Flint in September 2005, 
Kay was Associate 
Provost for Student 
Services and Professor of 
Communication at Wayne 
State University. Other 
positions held at Wayne 
State include Associate 
Provost for Global 
Initiatives, Associate 
Provost for Assessment 
and Retention, Interim 
Dean of the College of 
Urban, Labor, and 
Metropolitan Affairs, 
Interim Dean of the 
College of Fine, 
Performing, and 
Communication Arts, and 
Chair of the Department of 
Communication. Kay was 
awarded the Ph.D. in 
Communication from  

Wayne State University in 
1979, the M.S. in Speech 
Communication from 
Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale in 
1975, and the B.A. in 
Speech Communication 
and Political Science from 
Wayne State University in 
1974. 
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***Special Thanks to Sue Nine for 
compiling this information. Please see 
pages 3 and 8 for information on 
updating any news. 
 
PAUL ANDREWS (1946 – 1955): Retired 
Associate Vice President of Alumni 
Relations at Wayne State University who 
has been called back into service as a 
member of the board of the Anthony 
Wayne Society, the university’s major 
donor organization.  Paul and his wife, 
Shirley, reside in Grosse Pointe and 
remain active in the community. 
 
JON ANDRUS (1991-1995):  Jon is 
recently married and lives in Negaunee, 
Michigan (that’s in the Upper Peninsula!). 
 
DAN ANGEL (1959 – 1962): “Retired” 
from the presidency of Marshall University, 
but after a year became president of 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco.  
He and his wife, Patricia (also a former 
member of the Forensic Union at Wayne 
State), are busy at this new university 
assignment, and both have written 
numerous books. 
 
SATORU AONUMA (1995 – 1998): After 
receiving his Ph.D. from Wayne State has 
become the Director of International 
Communication at Kanda University in 
Japan. 
 
PATRICE AREND (1987 – 1991): Lives in 
Royal Oak and practices law with Jaffe, 
Raitt, Heuer & Weiss in Southfield. 
 
CHRISTOPHER BARON & ELIZABETH 
SKINNER (1994 – 1998): Chris & 
Elizabeth took their talents to Maryland 
where they serve as debate coaches at 
Towson University in Baltimore. 
 
STEVEN BEAULIEU (1988 – 1993): A 
teacher at Redford Union High School.  
Steven is married to Deborah Seifert and 
lives in West Bloomfield.  In 2005, Steven 
and Deborah adopted a little girl who he 
describes as “brilliant and strong-willed!” 
 
JERRY BLUHM (1990 – 2000): Jerry is 
making progress after being severely 
injured in an accident several years ago 
that has left him with numerous 
challenges.  He and his wife, Jeri North, 
live in Belleville. 
 
JOHN BOAZ (1960 – 1965): Retired 
professor of communication who lives with 

Alumni News & Updates his wife Millie in a fabulous high-rise 
condominium in Chicago.  Millie is an 
accomplished cellist, and she played a 
special concert for George Ziegelmueller 
and the other residents of George’s 
nursing facility during the summer of 2007.
 
D. M. BOYKIN (1999-2005): After 
receiving his undergraduate degree in 
Mathematics, D.M. stayed at Wayne State 
to pursue a Master of Arts in Speech-
Language and Pathology. 
 
LAWRENCE BRENNER: Lives in North 
Carolina where he practices law in Chapel 
Hill. 
 
NANCY HAVORKA BROPHY: Received 
a doctorate in learning disabilities and is 
married to Michael Brophy, a medical 
doctor; they live in Spokane, Washington, 
and Nancy lists her occupation as “full-
time mom.” 
 
TONIA BROWN (1994 – 1997): Tonia 
lives in Sterling Heights, and she works as 
a Federal Investigator and Mediator. 
 
JENNIFER KOWALSKI CARBARY (1990 
– 1996): Married to Keith Carbary, Jennifer 
is in public relations at the Royal Oak 
branch of Beaumont Hospital. 
 
DIANE OAKS CASAGRANDE (1956 – 
1957): Living in Pennsylvania, Diane is a 
retired college professor from West 
Chester University.  Diane is married to 
her high school sweetheart, Roger 
Casagrande. 
 
STEPHANIE GERALI CHRISTIAN (1998 
– 2002): Stephanie and her husband 
Michael live in Louisiana where she is 
employed by the Federal Government.   
 
MARY JO VOLPERT CLARK (1993 – 
1994): Residing in Indiana, Mary Jo is 
married to Dr. Leonard Clark (Provost and 
Vice President at Earlham College), and 
she is a consultant and co-owner of a firm 
that specializes in Leadership and 
Community Development.  Nationally 
recognized in their specialty area, Mary Jo 
and her business partner have received 
the Preceptor Award from the Community 
Leadership Association.  
     
ROBERT CONFLITTI (1978 – 1981): Bob 
is married to Elizabeth Tirrell, and he 
works as an attorney with the New York 
Prosecutors Training Institute in Albany, 
New York. 
 

JOEL COHEN (1956 – 1960): Joel and 
Betsy Cohen live in West Bloomfield, and 
Joel is a practicing psychologist in 
Southfield, Michigan. 
 
HARVEY COVENSKY (1957 – 1958): A 
well-known Detroit-area attorney, Harvey 
and his wife Edith live in Bloomfield Hills, 
and his law practice in located in the Town 
Center in Southfield. 
 
CHARLES DAUSE (1961 – 1964): Chuck 
continues to work at the University of 
Detroit Mercy where he lists his profession 
as “Professor, Communication Studies.”  
However, he has held many positions, 
including time as Dean of Students at that 
institution over the years.  Chuck and 
Marilyn have raised four successful 
children and dote on their grandchildren!
   
RAYMOND DETTER (1955 – 1958): Dr. 
Ray lives in Ann Arbor and tells us he is 
“retired!”  We note from his E-mail address 
that he was with University of Michigan. 
 
L. PATRICK DEVLIN (1965 – 1966; Ph.D. 
in 1968):  Retired after 39 years at 
University of Rhode Island as a Professor 
of Communication Studies. 
 
VICTORIA DELICH DICKIESON (1948 – 
1949):  A long-time supporter of Wayne 
State, Vickie and her husband Harold live 
in Northville.  Vickie is a retired college 
instructor who works freelance in public 
relations and marketing. 
 
VIVIAN DICKS (1963 – 1967):  Dr. Dicks 
has worked at University of Detroit Mercy 
in the Communication Studies Department 
where she also served several terms as 
department chair. 
 
ROBERT DUFF (1946 – 1949):  Married 
to Katharine Widdifield for over 55 years, 
Robert now lists his occupation as “retired 
attorney.”  The Duffs live in North Carolina 
and are proud grandparents of seven 
grandchildren.   
 
DOROTHY VANDEWALLE FILAK (1958 
– 1962):  Still working as a part-time 
lecturer after 20 years at University of 
Michigan – Flint where she served as 
interim chair of her department on two 
occasions.  Dottie is married to Jim, an 
accountant with his own practice.  The 
Filaks have three grown children – and 
five grandchildren! 
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TERRY FISCHER (1989 – 1993):  Terry is 
Operations Manager with the Department 
of Industrial Engineering at Wayne State. 
 
E. DOUGLAS FROST (1962 – 1966):  
Doug is married to Beverly Flowers, and 
they live in Arlington, Virginia. Doug, 
always politically savvy, has had an 
exciting career in many areas of 
government. 
 
DEREK GAFFREY (1989 – 1993):  
Married to Judith Lynn Olkowski, the 
Gaffreys live in Grosse Pointe Park, and 
Derek works as a non-profit fundraiser and 
legal assistant. 
 
DON GARNER (1959 – 1964):  Married to 
Suellyn Lindsey, the Garners have two 
very successful sons.  Don is now retired 
as Chair of the Department of Speech at 
Eastern Illinois University. 
 
EDWARD GEHRINGER (1971 – 1972):  
Ed took his logical studies in another 
direction and lists his occupation as 
“Computer Scientist.”  He and his wife 
Carol live in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 
ROCHELLE (SHELLEY) SINGER 
GERSHUNE (1966 – 1969):  Shelley and 
Jerry Gershune live in Huntington Woods, 
and she works as a teacher in Detroit. 
 
DAVID GETTO (1960 – 1964):  David and 
Peggy Getto divide their time between 
Northville, Michigan and Florida (winters, 
of course!).  David is a semi-retired 
attorney with Sommers Schwartz, well 
known for his skills as a trial attorney.   
David currently sits on the Board of 
Visitors for the WSU College of Fine, 
Performing & Communication Arts. 
 
ALLAN GIES (1963 – 1964):  Allan and 
Delores Gies have lived in beautiful San 
Diego, California since 1972, where Allan 
currently lists his occupation as a retired 
Blue Cross health insurance broker.  
However, Allan also worked as a stock 
broker at a Paine, Webber agency for a 
number of years.  Interestingly, this couple 
has a second home in Venice, Florida (talk 
about being nice weather fans!!). 
 
CHUCK GOEDERT (1980 – 1983):  
Chuck works as an attorney in Bloomfield 
Hills, and he and his wife, Irenita, live in 
Ferndale. 
 
 

FRANK GRECO (1966 – 1969):  Frank 
enjoyed an interesting legal career as 
Clerk to the Michigan Supreme Court, 
though he now lists his occupation as 
“retired attorney.”  Married to Joanna 
Collins, this couple has retired to 
Manistee, Michigan. 
 
DEAN GROULX (1986 – 1990):  Dean 
has recently moved to Chicago where he 
has opened a new office for his law firm.  
Married to Wendy, Dean has two children 
– a son in college and a darling little girl 
whom he refers to as his “princess!” 
 
MARLENE CLAYA HAGER (1959 – 
1963):  Marlene suffered a brain aneurysm 
in October, 2004, and she has worked 
hard at her rehab.  Her daughter tells us 
that Marlene retired as the voter registrar 
for the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia, and 
we wish her well. 
 
LEON HARDIMAN (1958 – 1961):  After a 
long career at Chrysler Corporation, Leon 
went back to school and became a 
practicing attorney.  Married for over 40-
years to Joan Cross, the Hardimans have 
two successful sons and live in West 
Bloomfield. 
 
JOHN HAYDEN (1951 – 1955):  Married 
to Jacqueline Green, the Reverend Dr. 
John Carleton Hayden lives and works in 
Washington, D.C.  Listing his profession 
as priest/professor, John teaches in the 
History Department at Howard University. 
 
ALICE HAYES (MRS. RAYMOND E. 
HAYES):  The widow of Ray Hayes, now 
87 years young!  Mrs. Hayes writes to tell 
us that she is living at Quail Ridge Country 
Club in Florida and loving it.  Her personal 
interest at Wayne was in Art and Music, 
though she has always had a soft spot in 
her heart for forensics because of her 
husband’s interest. 
 
THOMAS HOLLIHAN (1974 – 1975):  
After working as an Assistant Debate 
Coach with George, Tom went on to 
become a Professor at the Annenberg 
School for Communication at USC.  Tom 
and his wife, Patricia, live in Los Angeles. 
 
MILLIE MICHALSKI IRWIN (1960 – 
1964):  Married to James Irwin (Ph.D. from 
Wayne’s Speech Department), Millie ran a 
very successful IT Recruiter company for 
many years.  The Irwins now divide their 
time between Ann Arbor and Sarasota, 
Florida.

JEREMY “JAY” JOHNSON (1999 – 
2004):  Jay works as an Administrative 
Assistant at Wayne State and is recently 
married. He and his wife, Stephanie, live in 
Redford. 
 
WALTER JONES (1969 – 1971):  Walter 
is an attorney in Louisville, Kentucky and 
married to Mary Adams from the WSU 
forensic program (1965 – 1968; Assistant 
Director from 1969 – 1971).  Mary works 
as the Director of the Institutional 
Effectiveness, Research Planning at 
Jefferson Community Technical College in 
Louisville.   
 
SYDNEY KASLE (1986 – 1992):  Living in 
California and working as a professor of 
speech has been Sydney’s vocation.  As a 
very loyal fan of George Ziegelmueller’s, 
Sydney has also been to visit George 
recently in Chicago, and he reports they 
had a fine time. 
 
JOHN KATSOULOS (1949 – 1952):  Well 
known for his skills in oratory as a student, 
John is now a retired attorney, and he and 
his wife Susan live in Goodrich, Michigan. 
 
JACK KAY (1970 – 1974):  Married to 
Ruth Culwander, both Jack and Ruth 
have remained active in speech activities.  
Jack has worked both as a university 
administrator, department chair, and 
professor at Wayne State and is now the 
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs at U of M – Flint.  Ruth is the 
debate/forensics coach at Detroit Country 
Day School and has produced numerous 
state champions in speech and debate.  
The Kays have a daughter who attends 
Detroit Country Day. 
 
JOHN KLEMME (1967 – 1971):  John and 
his wife Adrienne live in New York City, 
and he works as the principal of Scarsdale 
High School in Scarsdale, New York. 
 
ROBERT LANG (1964 – 1966):  Bob is a 
asphalt paving contractor in Detroit, and 
he lives in Orion Township with his wife, 
Donna Glowacki. 
 
ILON LAUER (1988 – 1991):  Living in 
Macomb, IL with his wife, Anne, Ilon works 
as an assistant professor of 
communication. 
 
 

More Alumni News & Updates 
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More Alumni News & Updates 
NANCY LEGGE (1978 – 1982):  Dr. 
Legge is married to James DiSanza, and 
they live in Pocatello, Idaho.  Nancy works 
as a professor in the Department of 
Communication and Rhetorical Studies at 
Idaho State University. 
 
CRAIG LELAND (2002 – 2003):  Craig is 
working as a teacher of English and 
Debate in the Utica, Michigan school 
district. 
 
MARYANNE URTCZECK LEVINE (1973 
– 1976):  With her husband, Michael, 
Maryanne lives in St. Clair Shores and 
works as a teacher. 
 
KENT (1975 – 1979) and LINDA MARTINI 
(1976 – 1979):  The Martinis live in Royal 
Oak, and Linda works as the Executive 
Director of the Michigan Interscholastic 
Forensic Association located on the Ann 
Arbor campus of University of Michigan – 
a job which has kept her constantly 
challenged.  Kent works as a HR Director 
and is a professional Speaker/Trainer.   
 
JANET RUSSELL McKENNEY (1969 – 
1980):  Dr. McKenney is a Professor of 
Speech Communication/Public Relations 
at Macomb Community College in Warren, 
Michigan.  A published author and 
coordinator of several speech programs, 
Janet was a Fulbright Scholar to the 
People’s Republic of China and Hong 
Kong in 2005. 
 
KRISTINE MESSERLY (1983 – 1985):  
Living in San Jose, California, Kristine is 
Director of Corporate Marketing for Claria 
Corporation in Redwood City.   
 
JOHN MILLER (1997 – 1999):  John is a 
professor in the Department of 
Communication at Western Illinois 
University.  Married to Sheila Miller, the 
Millers have a young child. 
 
JEFF MONDAK (1982 – 1985):  Married 
to Damarrys Cavache, the Mondaks live in 
Champaign, Illinois where Jeff is a 
professor in the Department of Political 
Science at the University of Illinois. 
 
SHELLY BINETTI NAJOR (1983 – 1988):  
Shelly has never left the Wayne State 
Department of Communication. . .and is 
currently a Senior Lecturer in Public 
Relations.  Shelly also serves as the 
Advisor to the PRSSA organization on 
campus!  Married to Patrick, the Najors  

live in Bloomfield Hills and have three 
sons who keep them hopping with their 
sport activities. 
 
GREGORY NEED (1973 – 1975):  Greg is 
a Bloomfield Hills attorney who lives with 
his wife Wendy in Clarkston.   
 
PAUL and SUE NINE (1958 – 1962):  
Paul has passed his 40th year of practicing 
law in Bloomfield Hills and is going strong 
– and still loving it.  Sue sits on way too 
many charitable boards, and both Paul 
and Sue sit on Boards of Visitors for 
colleges at Wayne State.  Life is good. 
 
MICHAEL NOLAN:  Michael and his wife 
(Katherine) live in beautiful Traverse City, 
Michigan, and Michael is self-employed at 
an entrepreneurial business. 
 
AARON OGLETREE (1999 – 2000):  
Aaron is an attorney living in Detroit.   
 
BRIAN PALMER (1966 – 1967):  Brian is 
married to Florence Mitchell, lives in 
Birmingham, Michigan and works as a 
Marketing Researcher/Strategic Marketing 
Consultant. 
 
LARRY PALMER (1962 – 1964):  This 
“Palmer Brother” is married to Paula 
Mahoney, and he is a Vice President of 
Field Implementation for his company 
located in Richmond, Virginia.  The Larry 
Palmers live in a lovely town called Colen 
Allen! 
 
ED PAPPAS: Ed has been with the 
Wayne State Department of 
Communication for many years and 
served as the Department Chair for a very 
long time. . . but just because he has 
achieved the status of “Professor 
Emeritus” doesn’t mean he isn’t working.  
Ed still teaches courses that combine 
speech with his incredible background and 
knowledge of baseball and entertainment, 
and those classes are always filled.  Ed’s 
wife, Eunice, has had a knee replacement 
in the last few months and has done well 
in recovery.   
 
BONITA PERRY (1962 – 1966):  Bonnie 
works in Market Research and 
Communication Research and is located 
in Pennsylvania.  Because Bonnie’s mom 
and extended family still live in the Detroit-
area, we get to enjoy her visits to the area 
once in a while.  Married to Michael 
Peretz, Bonnie and Michael live in 
Winnewood, Pennsylvania.

MARY ANN GRAMBORT RENZ (1968 – 
1977):  After several years with Wayne 
State, Mary Ann works as a member of the 
university faculty at Central Michigan 
University and resides in Mt. Pleasant. 
 
SHANNON RICHEY  (1983 – 1987) and 
MICHAEL WARREN (1985 – 1989):  
Shannon recently became the Director of 
Product Development for Asterand Inc., a 
life sciences company based just on the 
outskirts of campus. Michael is a judge 
with the Oakland County Circuit Court. He 
is also the author of the recently 
published, America’s Survival Guide, How 
to Stop America’s Impeding Suicide by 
Reclaiming our First Principles and 
History, which is available at 
AmericasSurvivalGuide.com and 
Amazon.com.  In addition, they have two 
precocious little girls who are active in 
multiple activities.   
 
LEN ROBERTS (1965 – 1969):  A political 
guru, Len works as the Executive 
Assistant and Clerk of the Commission for 
the Dayton (Ohio) City Commission. 
 
ALAN ROSENTHAL, M.D. (1956 – 1959): 
Alan, noted for his oratory skills as a 
student, has taken his talent into the world 
of physicians.  He and his wife (Gloria 
Knowles) live in Portola Valley, California. 
 
DAVID ROSENTHAL (1963 – 1967):  
David is an attorney enjoying “retirement” 
– though one of his sons has followed him 
into his profession.  David’s wife, Fern, 
has worked with disabled children in 
special programs over the years, and they 
live in Bloomfield Hills. 
 
BARBARA and PETER SHAHEEN 
(Friends of the Forensic Program):  Great 
speech coaches in their own right, the 
Shaheens have produced many high 
school forensic stars over the years in the 
Birmingham schools.  They live in Troy, 
Michigan and list their occupation as 
“Educators.”  They do a lot more than 
educate! 
 
BRIAN SHARROW (1985 – 1988):  Brian 
lives in Falls Church, Virginia, where he 
works as a consultant. 
 
BONNIE SHELLNUT (1970 – 1971):  
Bonnie and Bennie live in Waterford, 
Michigan, and Bonnie is a Performance 
Improvement Consultant.   
 
LINDA AMES SLOAN (1963 – 1966):  
Working as a disability analyst, Linda and 
her husband, Terry, live in beautiful San 
Diego, California. 
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More Alumni News & Updates 
SUSAN ORBAIN SMITH (1973 – 1977):  
Susan works as a trust officer with LaSalle 
Bank at their area headquarters building in 
Troy, Michigan, and she and her husband, 
Michael, live in Bloomfield Hills. 
 
DIANE SOUBLY (1966 – 1970):  Diane 
works as an attorney with a 
Massachusetts firm – though her 
residence remains in Brighton, Michigan. . 
.and Diane is very proud of her daughter 
who is an extraordinary student. 
 
MARYANNE SPRYSZAK-HANNA (1978 
– 1982):  Maryanne and her husband Joe 
live in Grosse Pointe Woods, and she 
works as an attorney in nearby Roseville.   
Best of all, Maryanne’s influence has been 
passed on to her son Paul who has 
participated in a Catholic Schools Eastside 
Forensics Meet! 
 
BENJAMIN STANCZYK (1934 – 1936):  
Retired Judge from the City of Detroit who 
has remained a supporter of the forensics 
program for many, many years!! 
 
BETTY PROVIZER STARKMAN (1948 – 
1951):  Betty lives in Bloomfield Hills and 
works as an historian and genealogist.   
 
DEBORAH McCULLY STAVIS (1974 – 
1979):  Married to a doctor, Deborah has 
had great success as a Certified Financial 
Planner and has been a huge financial 
supporter of the WSU Forensic 
Endowment.  Deborah and Monte live with 
their children in Houston, Texas. 
 
MARK STEPEK (1981 – 1984):  Mark 
works as a Macomb County attorney and 
lives with his wife Kathleen in Oxford, 
Michigan. 
 
MARYBELLE RILEY SUCZEK (1966 – 
1972):  Worked as a teaching assistant 
during the years she was at Wayne State 
and did some coaching at that time.  
Marybelle and her husband Alex live in 
Grosse Pointe. 
 
KATHLEEN PAMER TRIGG (l984 – 
1988):  Kathleen is an Assistant Professor 
of Communication at Augusta State 
University in Augusta, Georgia.  Kathleen 
and her husband John live in Martinez 
where John is the preacher at the Martinez 
Church of Christ.  In addition, the Triggs 
have three children and home school! 
 

PETER TOLLIMAN (1983 – 1986):  Works 
as an attorney in Southfield. 
 
NAOTO URSU (1993 – 1995):  Naoto is a 
college professor at Kanda University in 
Japan. 
 
DAVID VANCIL (1961 – 1965):  A retired 
professor from the Department of Spech 
Communication at Colorado State 
University. . .living with his wife in Fort 
Collins. 
 
MARGARET BALLANTYNE VanSTEEG 
(1956 – 1957):  Margaret and her husband 
list themselves as “retired” and living in 
Oxford, Michigan. 
 
SALLY RAY VINCENT (1985 – 1988):  
Professor and Department Head at 
Western Kentucky University in Bowling 
Green where she lives with her husband 
Roger. 
 
ARTHUR VOISIN (1957 – 1961):  Art lists 
his occupation as “retired educator” (from 
the Southfield School District), but he is 
still judging competitive speech 
competitions, and he and his wife, Mary, 
golf regularly, follow the activities of their 
two grandchildren, and spend winters in 
Florida (where they can golf all the time!).  
The Voisins live in Farmington Hills. 
 
 
SCOTT WARROW (1988 – 1992):  Scott 
is the Director of Debate at Groves High 
School in Birmingham, Michigan.  He and 
his wife, Susan, live in Huntington Woods.
 
 
BRIAN WASSOM (1994 – 1996):  A 
partner with the Detroit-based Honigman 
firm, Brian lives in Sterling Heights and 
was recently married. 
 
 
ANNETTA WELLMAN (1991 – 2001 as a 
Debate Coach):  Annetta is a retired 
teacher who lives in Dearborn Heights with 
her husband, William Hamilton. 
 
 
KIMBERLY WHITE-JENKINS (1980 – 
1986):  Kim has been the Manager of 
Membership Services at WSU’s Alumni 
Association.  Kim and husband David live 
in Dearborn.  Kim has also coached 
debate at Detroit Country Day (’89 – ’97), 
and she was the special events 
coordinator for the Alzheimer’s Association 
for several years.   
 

MARIA JESKE WILKES (1963 – 1965):  
Widow of Raymond S. Wilkes (1959 – 
1963), Maria is an Elementary School 
Principal at the Tremont Elementary 
School in Columbus, Ohio.   
 
TIM WINSTON (1964 – 1968):  Tim is an 
educator, and he and his wife Yvonne live 
in Grosse Pointe Woods. 
 
ALLEN WOLF (1974 – 1976):  An 
attorney who practices in Lake Orion, 
Michigan, Allen lives in West Bloomfield. 
 
HENRY WOLOSON (1976 – 1978):  An 
attorney and investment advisor, Henry is 
married and works in Clarkston, Michigan. 
 
CAROL SCHERMERHORN YOUNG 
(1945 – 1948):  A retired teacher with ten 
grandchildren, Mrs. Young is a widow who 
lives in Westland and continues to be a 
supporter of the WSU forensics program. 
 
 
More updates will be listed in 
the Spring 2008 newsletter! 
Please send updates and 
news. See the form on the 
last page! 
 
 

 
Kelly Young & George at the National 
Communication Conference in Chicago this 
November.  
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Wayne State Outreach Efforts: Same Priorities, New Approaches 
The Forensics Union has 
continued its long tradition 
of supporting local and 
state forensics activities.  

In doing so, the Union is 
taking some new 
approaches. For instance, 
the annual high school 
summer institute is being 
redesigned to become a 
residence camp where 
students will stay in our 
new student residence 
halls and enjoy all of the 
resources now available 
on campus.  

Additionally, we plan to 
shift the focus of the camp 
to primarily training brand-
new rookie, novice and 
junior-varsity high school 
students. We plan for  

these changes to go into 
effect for the summer of 
2008. 

We continue to host the 
one-day James 
McMonagle High School 
Debate Clinic. However, 
as it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to get 
students out of school for 
any reason, we will add 
the clinic to the beginning 
of our annual Edward 
Pappas high school 
tournament next year. 

Additionally, the Union 
continues to host the 
Pappas High School and 
the Motor City Classic 
college tournaments. As a 
new event, over the last 
two years in conjunction  

with the Department of 
Communication, the 
Honors College, 
Admissions and the 
College of Fine 
Performing and 
Communication Arts, the 
Union hosts a one-day 
Michigan Middle School 
championship that brings 
over 1000 students and 
parents to campus. We 
have been very fortunate 
to have the opportunity to 
work on this project with 
the new Michigan 
Interscholastic Forensic 
Association (MIFA) 
director, alum Linda 
Martini.  

Additionally, the Union 
has helped host a number 
of on-campus events 

such as the 2005 Mayoral 
Debate Watch and the 
2004 presidential election 
Debate Watch. As we 
enter a new election cycle, 
we will be involved in 
similar campus events.  

Finally, our work with the 
Urban Debate League has 
lead to a revitalization of 
the league after a long 
period of dwindling 
participation due to 
personnel changes and 
DPS budget cuts. The 
league currently has six 
schools and over 70 
students competing. The 
Union held a one-day 
training seminar for 
students in December and 
the League rounds will 
begin in January. 

Endowment & Fund Raising News 

 The success of the Wayne 
State University forensics 
program is largely 
attributable to the ongoing 
generosity of the alumni.  
Before his retirement, 
George had begun a quiet 
fundraising campaign to 
create an endowment to 
support the program. Over 
the years, the fund grew 
to over $500,000 and 
upon his retirement, a 
national committee was 
formed to assist these 
efforts.   
 
Following the commitment 
of a major gift from 
George, the fund has 
been named the George 
W. Ziegelmueller fund for 
Forensics Excellence. 
With the recent hiring of  

Dana Moore, the College's 
new Director of 
Development, the national 
committee can move 
forward toward realizing its 
goals of providing ongoing, 
substantive support for the 
Wayne forensics legacy. 
  
Taking the long and 
distinguished tradition of 
WSU debate and individual 
events excellence to 
the next level will require 
additional support for travel, 
coaching, equipment and 
scholarships. By renewing 
and expanding support for 
the program we can insure 
that forensics is part of the 
Wayne State experience 
for decades to come. 
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Meet Our Students 
While the times and faces 
may change, the things that 
draw students to Wayne 
State forensics and their 
levels of success do not. 
We would like you to meet 
three of our debaters in this 
issue. Future issues will 
introduce more students.  

MICHELLE KESLING, 
Senior from Dexter, 
MI.  
 
Michelle is a Speech 
Communication major 
with a minor in Political 
Science and is currently 
the president of the 
Forensics Union.  
 
Michelle has been a 
member of the team for 
the last four years. Prior 
to attending Wayne, 
Michelle debated for 3 
years at Dexter High 
School. At Wayne, 
Michelle has had a 
great deal of success as 
both a junior varsity and 
varsity debater. 
 
When Michelle is not 
debating, her primary 
hobby is taking care of 
her dog, Sophie. When 
Sophie isn’t demanding 
her constant attention, 
Michelle also works in 
the Communication 
office as a student 
assistant and coaches 
high school debate at 
Detroit Country Day. 
With two jobs, a full 
course load, debate and 
 

her dog, Michelle claims 
to have no time for other 
interests or hobbies! 
 
Michelle values her time 
in forensics because of 
the numerous 
opportunities she has had 
to meet new people and 
travel. Also, she loves 
being able to compete 
while enjoying time with 
all of her friends every 
weekend. 
 
 

 
 
 
GENEVA HACKLER, 
Senior from Madison 
Heights, MI.  
 
Geneva is a Political 
Science and Asian 
Studies major. Prior to 
arriving at Wayne, 
Geneva attended 
Lamphere High School 
and she had no prior 
debate experience.  
 
Before taking George’s 
argumentation and debate 
class, Geneva expressed 
interest in joining the 
team. She has since 
enjoyed success as a 
novice, junior varsity and 
varsity debater.  
 
Last summer, Geneva got 
to travel to China to study 
abroad. The timing was 
convenient for her 
because we had  

just finished debating a 
China topic!  
 

 
 
BALDOMERO “MERO” 
GONZALEZ III, Senior 
from Detroit. 
 
Mero is a Speech 
Communication major 
with a minor in political 
science as part of a pre-
law concentration of 
study. He attended Detroit 
Renaissance High School 
and had no prior debate 
experience before he 
arrived at Wayne State. 
 
After taking George’s 
class his freshman year, 
Mero joined us the next 
year and has had great 
success over the last 3 
years as a novice, junior 
varsity and varsity 
debater.  
 
In terms of interests and 
hobbies, Mero’s life 
primarily revolves around 
his Son, Baldomero IV or 
“Baby Mero.” As Mero 
sarcastically notes, he 
“just loves changing 
diapers.” Additionally, 
Mero enjoys spending a 
great deal of time with his 
family. In particular, Mero 
is a strong supporter of 
his younger brother, who 
is quickly becoming a 
legendary football player.
 
Mero hopes to pursue a 
future in international or 
corporate law. 

Wayne State 
Forensics Union 

Debaters 

Mark Coco (Sr) 

Baldomero Gonzalez (Sr) 

Dustin Greenwalt (Sr) 

Geneva Hackler (Sr) 

Michelle Kesling (Sr) 

David Rancilio (Sr) 

Bruce Najor (Jr) 

Sydney Pasquenelli (Jr) 

Jason Pearsall (Sr) 

Harry Singh (Frosh) 

Elizabeth Williams (Frosh) 

 

Individual Events 

Arthi Chandrasekaran 
(Frosh) 

Patrick Joyce (Frosh) 

Jeff Kepes (Frosh) 

Traneice Mills (Sr) 

Nick Tabarias (Frosh) 

 

Graduate Coaches 

Neil Butt (PhD, debate) 

Anthony Cavaiani (PhD, IE) 

Donny Peters (PhD, debate) 

Katie Rasmussen (PhD, IE) 

Erika Thomas (PhD, debate) 

 

Directors 

Dr. Ronald Stevenson 

Dr. Kelly Young 

The Podium 
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2007-2008 Debate Team (continued) 

 At the end of the Fall semester, 
the debate team is currently 
ranked 14th in the nation and 
10th in Varsity standings (out of 
115 college programs).  

“Overall” rankings reflect the 
team’s performance in varsity, 
junior-varsity and novice debate.
“Varsity” rankings account for 
the team’s performance in the 
most experienced division.  

The top 15 teams in the NDT 
are listed to the right. A full 
report on the rankings can be 
seen at: 
http://www.whitman.edu/rhetoric
/ndt/ 

 

NDT Overall Rankings: 
 
1. Binghamton 510  
2. Emory 472  
3. Kansas (Univ. of) 431  
4. Liberty University 403  
5. Oklahoma 385  
6. Kansas State 358  
7. Missouri State 324  
8. California-Berkeley 323  
9. Dartmouth 322  
10. Northwestern 315  
11. Harvard 309  
12. Mary Washington  309  
13. Texas (Austin) 304  
14. Wayne State 298  
15. Gonzaga 291  
 
 

NDT Varsity Rankings: 
 
1. Emory 468  
2. Kansas (Univ. of) 431  
3. Binghamton 423  
4. Dartmouth 322  
5. Northwestern 315  
6. California-Berkeley 313  
7. Missouri State 312  
8. Harvard 309  
9. Texas (Austin) 304  
10. Wayne State University 295 
11. Gonzaga 291  
12. Michigan State Univ. 269  
13. Southern California 261  
14. Idaho State 241  
15. Wichita State 235  
 

 

 

 

Moments from the 2007 DSR-TKA Award Banquet 
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Please Help Us with News , Updating Your Contact Information and 
Contributions! 

We are constantly updating our alumni records. Please fill out this form and mail it to the address to 
the left or email it to Kelly.Young@wayne.edu. We look forward from hearing from you! 
 
Name: ____________________________________  Years on the team _______ 
 
Street: ________________________________________________  Apt. _______ 
 
City:    _____________________________________ State _______ Zip _______ 
 
Telephone: ______________________ Email: ____________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Children’s Names: __________________________________________________ 
 
Current Occupation: _________________________________________________ 
 
News/Updates you would like to share with other alumni: ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
___YES, I would like to receive the alumni newsletter electronically at the email address listed above. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 Please Help Us with News , Updating Your Contact 
Information and Contributions! Wayne State 

Forensics 
 

585 Manoogian Hall 
Wayne State 

University 
Detroit, MI 48201 

 
PHONE: 

(313) 577-2953 
 

FAX: 
(313) 577-6300 

 
E-MAIL:  

Kelly.Young@wayne. 
edu 

WAYNE STATE FORENSICS 
Department of Communication 

585 Manoogian Hall 
Wayne State University 

Detroit, MI 48201 

 

_____ YES, I would like to make a contribution to the Forensic Team. Enclosed is 
my gift of: 
   

Amount:  ____________________  
 
Supporting: ____Endowment  ____ Scholarships ____Team Travel  

     ____ Summer Preparation Week 
 
Payment Method: 
 
_____ Check, payable to Wayne State University 
_____ VISA _____ MasterCard    
 
Card Number: __________________________________ Exp Date: ___/___ 
 
Signature (for credit cards only): 
________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PLEASE RETURN TO: Kelly Young, Department of Communication, Wayne 
State University, 585 Manoogian Hall, Detroit, MI 48201 
 

WSU Forensics on the 
Web!  See us at: 

www.comm.wayne.edu/ 
forensics.php 
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